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Bio

“Laid back at the top of the list/ of what’s the crop of the best/ of what’s poppin’ at 
the top of the West...” 

In a few short years, CANCER RISING (MC’s Judas and Gatsby and DJ 
TilesOne) has vaulted to the uppermost echelons of the furiously bubbling NW 
hiphop scene; their outstanding rep as one of The Emerald City’s illest crews 
is no mere product of hype, either. CR’s last LP Search For The Cure drew 
massive critical acclaim in their native Seattle- from The Stranger to international 
tastemaker KEXP, who placed Search at #45 on their best of ’05 list)- and beyond. 
They’ve packed the Experience Music Project, killed it in front of thousands 
at Seattle’s Bumbershoot Festival, and spit rhymes halfway ‘round the globe 
at Denmark’s world-famous Roskilde Festival(’04)-alongside such supertars 
(and huge personal influences)The Pixies, Wu-Tang Clan and David Bowie. 
They’ve rocked with such varied heavyweights as DJ Quik, Matisyahu, Guru 
of Gangstarr, Murs, The Coup, The Lifesavas, Masta Ace, Mitchy Slick, Saul 
Williams, DJ Quest, Eddie K, Vast Aire, Oh No and 2Mex, - not to mention 
fellow local breakout sensations Boom Bap Project (Rhymesayers), Grayskul 
(Rhymesayers), The Saturday Knights (Light In The Attic), and the Blue 
Scholars (MassLine/Rawkus). 

CANCER RISING’S spank-new self-titled EP represents a total reboot- going back 
to their own Southend Seattle roots- and the dusty, dirty roots of their rock-mindful 
boom-bap. The raw sound (handled by Tiles, Mr. Hill (Grayskul/Kool Keith/Aesop 
Rock), and djblesOne- official DJ for South Seattle’s World Champion B-Boy 
Crew Massive Monkees) and in-your-face energy is some of CR’s best work to 
date, capturing the souped-up swagger and raucous energy of their notoriously ill 
live show. Seatown Hiphop down to the socks, CR rep their region the only way 
they know how- with skills, wit, and originality. 

The CR sound has long proved to be surprisingly universal, drawing effusive 
praise from a wide range of listeners. Sincerity, versatility and skills are their 
trademark- and has earned them a diverse following, from the die-hard hiphop 
heads to electronica fans to the spiked-belt contingent. It’s only right- one thing 
that everybody appreciates is authenticity... and CANCER RISING represent 
nothing but. 

“This that everyday bidness/ you ain’t live it, you ain’t did it/ pop the disc and come 
and visit...”



Press

KEXP
Cancer Rising, consisting of rappers Gatsby and Judas along with DJ TilesOne, is 
slowly becoming a Seattle institution. Since their first recording in 2003, it has been a 
straight shot to the upper echelon of NW hip-hop. Beyond the solid lyrics and powerful 
vocal delivery, CR lays down layers of rock and funk that few musicians in the genre 
dare touch. Most importantly, these guys save their best for the stage, putting other 
rappers to shame from Bumbershoot to Roskilde and booking supporting roles for 
international acts like on the recent Wu Tang tour. Essentially, if the stars are aligned, 
this should be a breakout year for Cancer Rising.

WC PERFORMER
...Next up was Cancer Rising, who took the stage with a definitive bravado. The Seattle-
based crew matched the giddy energy of The Physics with its own intensity and tore 
through a 10-plus song set, hardly stopping for air. It is in acts like Cancer Rising that a 
local movement is defined â€” with their workmen-like lyrics, they embody the blue-
collar nature of Northwest hip-hop. And in true Northwest fashion, they've released a 
limited edition self-titled EP packaged in old jewel cases with the original tray cards, 
saving money, the environment, and honoring the artists who have inspired them.

THE STRANGER
Thanks to major releases from the city's best artists, 2007 has been Seattle hiphop's 
biggest year so far, and Cancer Rising's second album will bring the curtain down. 
Featuring DJ TilesOne and MCs Judas and Gatsby (also known as Larry Mizell Jr., 
Stranger hiphop columnist), the veteran crew spans the spectrum of NW styles but 
keeps it cohesive. A little angry, a little goofy, hard-rocking, deep-funking, ”Cancer Rising 
has one foot in the scene's roots and the other somewhere totally original.

SEATTLEST
...Cancer Rising was, as usual, in damn fine form. DJ TilesOne was on point, and the 
Judas/Gatsby interplay was amusing and invigorating. Judas was down on the floor 
rapping back and forth with Gatsby for awhile; we loved it. Cancer Rising was one of the 
first local hip-hop groups we ever heard, and they're still one of our favorites -- 
especially live -- for humor, crunch, sincerity, and a warm but oh-so-cool presence that 
draws in everyone in the room...

Seattlest has been in possession of CR's self-titled album for about a month now, and 
we have grown quite fond of it. Actually, it took only two listens in quick succession (we 
are a dedicated journalist!) to discern our strangely powerful attachment to Everyday 
Bidness". It's got something to do with Rainier Avenue, and we swear to God it's spiked 
with something addictive. The studio recording is expertly produced by djblesOne (who 
also dj'd at the Jive Turkey concert), and live... well. Live, it's an irresistible crowd-
pleaser and an instant classic. In the same "does this have crack in it" vein, the crowd 
loves "Let's Start Some Shit." (With that hook, who wouldn't love it? Plus, it's Gatsby 



booming out that line, and it sounds badass.) The third new track we adore live is "Wait 
A Minute," also a djblesOne production and featuring a really fun 70s happy disco feel. 
We love this album's sampling (Grandma's Boys!), we love the deliberate, pounding 
beats, we love CR's new stylin' sound. This is great material from Gatsby and Judas 
and it's more than worth your $$. 

XLR8TR MAGAZINE
“West Coast hip-hop strikes back! Well, upper-upper West Coast, that is. Straight- 
outta-Seattle heavy spitters Gatsby (son of legendary producer Larry Mizell) and 
Judas, together with DJ TilesOne, form the Voltron robot of Cancer Rising. Ripping 
through 13 cuts of caustic MPC-meets-live-instrumentation hip-hop, the trio brings 
the brouhaha with a searing amalgam that conjures vibes of Jurassic 5, Dujeous, 
Blackalicious, and Eminem. Note to all the non-believers: Check the ruff ‘n’ rug- 
ged tag-team jawn “Pocket Check.” Seattle is on the come up, fa’ sho!” 

KEXP
“Whether they’re contemplating their part in life or controlling the life of the party 
this Seattle hip-hop group always comes correct with their rock and soul flavored 
tracks...” 

THE SEATTLE WEEKLY
“Consisiting of MC’s Judas and Gatsby and DJ Tiles One, Cancer Rising have infil- 
trated the forefront of Seattle’s burgeoning hiphop scene thanks to a steady work 
ethic, some choice live shows, and several releases...” “The local trio’s Search for 
the Cure is hip-hop made by people who like rock just as much, and is one of the 
most appealing releases in the scene right now.” 

THE STRANGER
“Their hiphop stands alone; a totally exotic plant with thick roots that are nourished 
by heavy metal and the heavy mental.” 

THE SEATTLE TIMES
“I predict one of the following Seattle hip-hop acts will get national recognition in 
2006: Blue Scholars; Cancer Rising; Common Market.” 

DISHEVELED MAGAZINE
“Rhymes, Funk and Rock Riffs? Hells Yes. Search For The Cure Will Make You 
Shit Yourself.” “...Having been affiliated with the local hip hop scene for over a 
decade I can honestly say without any sugar coated bullshit that these cats are the 
truth...” 

MERCURIAL SOUND 
“...they are the best hip-hop group in Seattle.” 



Discography

Sippin’ Music EP   2003 MADK 
Lockdown Mixtape  2004 Mad Passion Ent.  
Fuck The Frail Shit Vol.3 (mixtape track) 2004 DJ Scene 
Tropic Of Cancer EP  2004 Mad Passion Ent. 
Search For The Cure LP 2005 Mad Passion Ent. 
Cancer Rising EP   2007 Cancer Rising Music


